
Operational Guidelines 

TBM Advanced Aviator Program 

 

General 

The following Standard Operating Procedures establish clear expectations for safe and 
professional operation of TBM aircraft under Part 91. These procedures are designed to 
reduce risk, promote consistency, and align pilot decision-making with the standards of 
experienced, safety-focused operators. While these SOPs are mandatory within the 
framework of the TBM Advanced Aviator Program, they do not supersede the limitations, 
procedures, or guidance contained in the DAHER Pilot’s Operating Handbook (POH) and 
Flight Information Letters. All operations must remain in full compliance with the POH and 
applicable federal regulations and checklists must be used in all phases of flight. 

Duty and Flight Time Limitations 

Fatigue is a well-documented contributor to aviation incidents and errors. The pilot will 
limit their flight-related duty days to 12 hours, including all preflight, ground, and 
repositioning activities. In addition, the pilot will limit total flight time to a maximum of 8 
hours per day. When either duty or flight time exceeds these thresholds, the risk of 
degraded decision-making, reaction time, and situational awareness increases 
significantly.  

Clean Aircraft Concept 

The pilot will adhere to the Clean Aircraft Concept, which requires that no aircraft may take 
off with frost, ice, or snow adhering to any critical surface, including the wings, control 
surfaces, propeller, windshield, and sensors. Contamination on these surfaces can 
severely degrade lift, increase drag, and lead to a loss of control during takeoff and climb. 
The pilot must visually inspect the aircraft prior to departure and ensure that any 
contamination is fully removed using approved deicing or anti-icing procedures. If deicing 
is required, the pilot must verify that holdover times are understood and observed based 
on the type of fluid used and prevailing weather conditions. 

Takeoff Minimums 

Pilots will adopt the use of standard takeoff minimums—1 statute mile visibility (or 5000 
RVR)—when departing into instrument meteorological conditions (IMC). While not required 
under Part 91, these minimums reflect the practices of professional flight departments, 



commercial operators, and air carriers, and are intended to ensure departure operations in 
low visibility environments. 

In addition to visibility requirements, pilots will not depart from any airport unless the 
current weather conditions at the departure airport meet or exceed the published landing 
minimums for at least one instrument approach available at that airport. This ensures that, 
should the aircraft need to return immediately after takeoff, a safe instrument approach 
and landing remains viable. 

Sterile Cockpit 

The pilot will observe a sterile cockpit policy below 10,000 feet AGL and during other 
critical phases of flight, such as taxi, departure, arrival, and instrument approach 
segments. During these periods, the pilot should avoid non-essential conversation and 
tasks, allowing full attention to be directed to aircraft operation and situational 
awareness. In addition, music listening, e-mailing, texting, web browsing, phone usage, 
and other satellite-based services and in-flight entertainment activities are expressly 
prohibited below 18,000 feet AGL. 

Adherence to the sterile cockpit policy reinforces discipline and reduces the risk of missing 
critical information or making procedural errors during high workload phases of flight. 

Ice Avoidance 

The pilot will avoid flight into areas of known or forecast moderate to severe icing, as 
well as regions where rain and snow are actively mixing, due to the increased risk of rapid 
ice accumulation and degraded aircraft performance. Additionally, the pilot should 
continuously assess enroute weather conditions and divert if necessary to maintain safety 
margins. 

Approach Minimums 

The pilot will not commence an instrument approach unless the reported weather at the 
destination is at or above the published minimums for that approach. Once an approach 
has been initiated, the pilot will not proceed beyond the final approach fix (FAF) unless the 
most current weather information confirms that ceiling and visibility continue to meet or 
exceed the required minimums. 

 

Post Flight 

At the earliest practical opportunity after landing, the PIC should reflect on the flight to 
identify any deviations from the original plan, as well as any mistakes or oversights that 



occurred during the operation. It is recommended to document these observations to 
support future analysis and foster ongoing improvement.  Additionally, the PIC should 
review the flight using a flight data analysis tool such as Me & My TBM, CloudAhoy or 
Flysto. 


